
76 Unit 1: Personal Development

APPLICATIONS: ADVANCING MORAL DEVELOPMENT

➍	 Explain how families, peers, and schools contribute to the moral development of children 
and adolescents.

We’ve made a fast and furious survey of the theories of moral development. You may have 
noticed that some of these theories overlap, despite using different terminology (see Table 4.2 
for a developmental comparison of theories). Many aspects of these theories have been stud-
ied in the contexts of family, peers, and schools to provide suggestions on how to advance 
moral development among children and adolescents (Eisenberg et al., 2009).

Family Context
Although parents begin as external authority figures who provide consequences, the 
norms for behavior become the child’s own moral code as they outgrow the need for 
external consequences (Dunn, 2014; Hoffman, 2000). More specifically, maternal sup-
port and responsiveness are related to empathy and prosocial behavior in children (Malti, 
Eisenberg, Kim, & Buchman, 2013). The children of parents who use consistent discipline 
that includes providing reasons for misbehavior and suggesting appropriate alternatives 
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TABLE 4.2      Comparison of Moral Development Theories

THEORIST EMPHASIS
INFANCY TO 
CHILDHOOD

CHILDHOOD TO 
ADOLESCENCE

LATE 
ADOLESCENCE 
TO ADULTHOOD

Piaget Cognitive Moral realism Morality of cooperation

Kohlberg Cognitive Preconventional 
level

Conventional level Postconventional 
level

Eisenberg Prosocial 
reasoning

Hedonistic or 
self-focused 
orientation 

Needs 
orientation

Approval/
interpersonal 
orientation

Self-reflective 
empathetic 
orientation

Internalized 
orientation

Selman Perspective 
taking

Egocentric 
viewpoint 

Social-
informational 
role taking

Self-reflective role 
taking 

Mutual role taking

Social and 
conventional 
system role 
taking

Hoffman Empathy Global empathy 

Egocentric 
empathy

Empathy for another’s feelings

Developmental 
trends across 
theories

Focus on the 
self, with little 
consideration 
for others 
(egocentrism)

Beginning to 
consider others 
through the 
perspective of 
external sources 
such as parents, 
society, and 
stereotypical views 
of others

Development 
of personal 
convictions 
and concern 
for society as a 
whole

FPO
Video Case 4.1 

Supporting Students' 
Moral Development

© SAGE Publications


